




Even the leaders of the United States, which after its own 

experiences with asymmetric warfare in Iraq should be 

more sympathetic to Israel's dilemmas, are urging Israel to 

switch from full-scale warfare to more targeted raids by 

elite forces to kill Hamas leaders. Such intelligence-driven 

missions within population centers might be high-risk to 

Israeli soldiers yet would minimize Gazan civilian 

casualties. 

 

Underlying these various critiques of Israel is the belief 

that despite its just cause, Israel cannot justify its 

continued warfare because there are simply "too many" 

civilian casualties. Such criticism suggests that the Western 

world has forgotten the moral justification for killing in 

warfare in general and collateral damage in particular. The 

deaths of noncombatants are regrettable and tragic, but 

they are not immoral. If the West has a chance to defeat 

terrorist groups that fight by no rules, it needs to quickly 

relearn the necessary moral calibrations that justify death 

in warfare. 










































